The Russian Association of the Indigenous Peoples of the North (RAIPON),
which includes thirty-one indigenous peoples living in Siberia and the Russian

Far East, formally endorsed the Earth Charter at its tenth anniversary meeting
in the spring of 2000.

In addition, the Inuit Circumpolar Conference, the Fenno-Scandinavian Saami
Council, and the Danish Committee of Nature and Peoples of the North have
joined RAIPON of Russia in pledging their full support of the Earth Charter.
The support of these groups representing the inhabitants of the Arctic is
especially significant since their representatives were concerned with the
wording of certain principles in early drafts of the Charter.

Their concerns, however, were addressed, and they are now actively engaged in
promoting the document.



